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Authorizer Annual Report Checklist 

 
When completing the Charter School Authorizer Annual Report, verify that:  
 

 All sections of the report are present, and all schedules are completed and attached. 
 

 For school district authorizers, the schedule of authorizer operating costs has been included as a 
supplement to the school district’s annual audited financial statements submitted to DPI.  

 

 The report has been completed at the authorizer level, rather than completed for an individual school.  
 

 Authorizer operating costs have been identified in Section VI. This section should not be left blank.  
 

 The operating costs reported in Section VI reflect only the costs the authorizing entity incurred while 
fulfilling the duties under Wis. Stat. s. 118.40 (3m)(a) to (e) which include:  

 
 Soliciting and evaluating charter school applications, 

 
 Considering the principles and standards for quality authorizing established by the National 
Association of Charter School Authorizers,  

 
 Giving preference in the awarding of contracts for the operation of charter schools that serve 
children at risk, 

 
 Approving high-quality charter schools that meet identified educational needs and promote a 
diversity of educational choices, and  

 
 Monitoring the performance and compliance with Wis. Stat. s. 118.40 of each charter school 
with which it contracts. 

 
The operating costs in this section should not reflect the operating costs for the authorized charter 
school(s). 

 

 The total amounts reported in Section VI and Section VII are not the same. As noted above, Section VI 
should only include operating costs the authorizing entity incurred while fulfilling the duties under Wis. 
Stat. 118.40 (3m)(a) to (e); while Section VII should include the costs of services the authorizing entity 
provided to the charter schools with which it contracts.  

 

 Costs reported in Section VII are only the costs of services provided to the charter school(s). Examples 
of the types of costs that should be reported in this section include but are not limited to: costs for 
business office services, costs for food services, curriculum services, professional development 
services, etc.  

 
For further instructions and requirements related to completing each section of this report see the charter school 
authorizer annual report technical assistance document at http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/charter-schools/information-
authorizers. 
SECTION I: AUTHORIZER INFORMATION  
 

http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/charter-schools/information-authorizers
http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/charter-schools/information-authorizers
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Authorizing Entity: Northwood School District (School Board) 

Authorizer Address: N14463 Hwy 53, Minong, WI 54859 

Authorizer Contact Person: Scot Kelly 

Contact Person Title: District Administrator 

Contact Person Phone: 715-466-2297 

Contact Person Email: scot_kelly@northwoodk12wi.com 

 
SECTION II: CHARTER SCHOOL INFORMATION  
 
(Add additional lines or attach additional sheets, if necessary.) 
 

Charter Schools Currently Under Contract: 

School Name: Contract Start Date: 
Contract Expiration 

Date: Grades Served: 

NorthStar (2011) 07/01/2016 06/30/2021 4-8 

Northwood HS/MS 
(2012)  

07/01/2012 06/30/2017 6-12 

Northwood ES (2014) 07/01/2014 06/30/2019 3PK-5 

Northwood Virtual 
Charter School  (2015) 

07/01/2015 06/30/2020 3PK-12 

**Last year, the Northwood School Board extended the contracts.  They will all four be due on June 
30, 2022 
 

Charter Schools with Non-renewed or Revoked Contract: 

School Name: Contract Start Date: 
Date of Non-renewal 

or Revocation: 

Reason for Non-
renewal or 
Revocation: 

N/A    

    

    

    

 
 

Charter Schools Currently Under Contract that have not Opened: 

School Name: Contract Start Date: Date School will Open: 

N/A   

   

   

   

 

Charter Schools that Closed: 

School Name: Date of School Closure: Reason for Closure: 

N/A   
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SECTION III:  ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF CHARTER SCHOOLS  
(Provide a summary of the academic performance of each charter school that operated during the school year.) 
 

The Northwood School District had an overall score of 69.8 on the state-issued report card.  As for 
the growth, we saw a 1.3 point gain in ELA.  We saw improvement in the overall student achievement 
score and are above the state average in the area of closing the gaps in ELA and Mathematics.   
(The state-issued report card is attached.) 
 
For each charter school, please see state issued – and the school issued report cards for each 
school.  A few of the academic performance successes will be summarized below: 
 
NorthStar Community Charter School:   
 *95% of student raised their overall STAR Reading Score from fall to spring. 
 *68% of students raised their overall math score with an average of 14%. 
 *80% of students increased writing scores in ideas and 70% in word choice. 
 
Northwood HS/MS:   

*Significantly closing the gap in math and reading achievement with an average of 7.7 points 
higher than the state average. 
*8th grade math achievement is 1.4 points higher than the state average. 

 *100% of students participated in Career Cruising. 
*Grades 6-10, 100% of students completed SEL lessons. 
*88.5% of seniors graduated on schedule. 

 
Northwood ES: 
 *81% of Pre-K students met literacy benchmarks. 
 *99% of grades 2 – 3 students increased their scores on STAR math  
   assessment. 
 *86% of 1st and 5th graders showed growth in one or more areas writing. 
 *95% of 4th graders showed growth in two or more areas in writing. 

*100% of students completed SEL lessons. 
 
Northwood Virtual Charter: 
 Due to no enrollment during the 2nd Friday count in January of 2019, an Alternate Report was 
not necessary.   
 *100% of students completed SEL lessons. 
 *85% of students improved attendance and work completion. 
 *88.5% of seniors graduated on schedule. 
 
(See section III attachments) 
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2018-2019 Report Card   

  
 

Iowa Basics % above 75th Percentile  
                                                           

Fall Reading 

2018  
Spring Reading 

2019  
Fall Math 

2018   
Spring Math 

2019  

 42%  58%  47%  68%  

  
Provided as indicator for school growth.    

 

 % of Students Presenting at  

Coffee Connections  
   
100% of NorthStar students presented projects at 
each of the approximately six different Coffee 
Connections throughout the year.    

  

  % of Students working above  

grade level in Aleks Math  

 
 

Fall 2018  Spring 2019 

32%  53%  
 

   % of Students 

involved in 

Community Projects  
  
100% of NorthStar students completed a project 

that benefitted the community during the 2018-

2019 school year.   
  

Real World/Project 

Based Learning  
    

100% of students go outside and out in the community to 

experience different field studies first hand.  To 

accomplish this, we partner with all levels of government 

agencies as well as private organizations and individuals. 

One-to-One School  
  
100% of students receive a 

computer, as no textbooks are used.    
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 Iowa Basics                  

  The Iowa Basic Assessments allow educators to 

trace student achievement growth throughout the year. 

The tests help teachers monitor student progress and help 

choose appropriate goals that meet students’ needs over 

the course of the year.    

Coffee Connections  
                         Parents, staff, and community 

members are invited in throughout the year to see 

and experience what the kids are creating and 

learning.  Presentations are often held along with 

delicious treats made by the students, coffee, and 

tea.    
 

 Aleks Math   
   

ALEKS uses adaptive questioning to 

quickly and accurately determine exactly what a student 

knows and doesn't know in a course. ALEKS then 

instructs the student on the topics he/she is ready to learn. 

As a student works through a course, ALEKS 

periodically reassesses the student to ensure that topics 

learned are also retained.  
 

         Community Projects  
  
                      

Students often work on projects that will benefit the 

community.  Some of the projects included ski trail 

grooming, the gardens, the school forest, NorthStar 

prairie, and monthly visits to an assisted living 

home within our community.    

Real World/Project Based 

Learning   
                

Students at NorthStar experience most of their learning by 

creating projects that includes research of topics through 

the use of experts and/or by the internet.  Students need to 

answer a specific question, take notes, write a paper, and 

design a project around the topic.    

      One-to-One Student School  
  
             Each student at NorthStar has their own 

computer to complete research, which allows them 

to access more up-to-date information.  Integrating 

technology in the classroom also helps keep the 

students engaged.    
 

  

  

     
.    
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SECTION IV: FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OF CHARTER SCHOOLS  
(Provide a summary of the financial performance of each charter school that operated during the school year.)  
 

The Northwood School District is considered a full conversion charter district.  Our financials are 
aimed at the district rather than individual schools; however, next year the financials will reflect each 
school.  This reporting year, because we are a full conversion, all of the expenses are charter school 
expenses. 
 
SECTION V: OTHER CONTRACT TERMS AND EXPECTATIONS (OPTIONAL) 
(Provide a summary and discussion of any additional contract terms or expectations that the authorizer deems relevant 
to its report on the overall performance of the charter schools it authorizes.) 
 

The District is a charter district, one of three in the state of Wisconsin.  The district’s entire budget is 
expended in four charter contracts:  NorthStar, Northwood HS/MS, Northwood ES, and Northwood 
Virtual.  Last year the school board extended the charter contracts so they would all be renewed 
every five years.  All four charter contracts expire at June 30, 2022 as noted in “NOTE L” below. 
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SECTION VI:   AUTHORIZER OPERATING COSTS 
 (Complete and attach audited Schedule of Charter School Authorizer Operating Costs.) 
 
Examples of the types of costs that should be reported in the schedule of authorizer operating costs include but are not 
limited to: costs incurred by the authorizer to oversee and monitor its charter schools (i.e. salary and fringe for individuals 
who assume these duties), costs incurred for soliciting, receiving, and reviewing applications for new charter schools (i.e. 
salary and fringe for individuals who assume these duties which may include administrative staff, business office staff, 
legal staff, etc.), costs incurred for completing and analyzing charter school data for the purpose of making renewal and 
revocation decisions, and any additional costs associated with duties under Wis. Stats. s. 118.40(3m)(a) to (e) above.  
 
Costs that should not be included in the schedule of authorizer operating costs include salary and fringe for the teachers 
at the charter school, costs of charter school transportation, curriculum services, food service, etc.  Only costs associated 
with the authorizer fulfilling its duties should be reported in this schedule.   
 

(See next page from the district audit by Two Rivers Accounting, LLC). 
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SECTION VII:  SERVICES PROVIDED TO CHARTER SCHOOLS 
 (Complete and attach Schedule of Charter School Authorizer Services and Costs.) 
 
Examples of the types of costs that should be reported in the schedule of services and costs include but are not limited to: 
costs for business office services, costs for food services, curriculum services, professional development services, etc. 
Costs and types of services may vary depending upon the contractual relationship between the authorizer and the 
charter school.   
 

Since Northwood School District is a full conversion charter district, all expenses are charter 
expenses.  Additional cost for the District being a Charter School include legal fees, registration fees, 
and Charter School professional development costs.  The total for these charges is $1,022. 
  
 
 


